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Jesus is the friend,  
He’s the friend next to you! 
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Building Asset towers 
40 Assets that strengthen 

families & cut at-risk  
behaviors 
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SPECIAL THANKS to 
our Sponsors: 
 

· Prison Fellowship  
· OSL Collaborators 
· Guideposts Magazine 
· Zanios Family 
· 1697 Foundation 
· Many cookie bakers 
· Many anonymous donors 

Mark  
4:35-41 

Jesus in the boat calming the Storm 
 

Singing 
Bible story 

Crafts & Games 
Eating together 
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Bible stories are fun 



Mark 4:35-41 
Jesus calming the storm. 
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Crafts with dad is FUN! 
Cards, cheerio 

necklaces, bookmarkers 
& butterflies 
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New Mother’s Day 
outfits! 
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Clayton Lake 
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Dinosaur tracks 
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1st Wings Family Day  
Northeast New Mexico Detention Facility 
Clayton, NM 
05-21-16 
 
The 1st Wings Family Day at the Northeast New Mexico Detention Facility in Clayton, NM was 
held on May 21, 2016. There were 82 visitors, 33 inmates, 13 volunteers, and 9 Correctional 
staff who were registered to attend.  The volunteers came from 9 congregations and came from 
Clayton, Albuquerque, and Oklahoma.  

The staff at Clayton was so helpful and welcoming.  Ann Edenfield Sweet, and three volunteers 
from Albuquerque, provided an orientation and training for the inmates on Friday night.  The men 
were taught two songs, prepared to be “team members” for the Family Day, were told why and 
how Wings started, and then taught how to help.   

Wings has also started teaching the men about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets. © 
Some of the men were given 40 cups – 20 red and 20 green.  Other groups were given different 
amounts of cups, but none more than 20.  Then the men were given 90 seconds to build the tallest 
pyramid they could with the cups that could stand by themselves. 

Once the 90 seconds was up, Ann talked about “winds of life” that an individual may encounter.  
The men shared loss of job, new job, new relationship, divorce, sickness, car accident, death in the 
family, and incarceration.  Then Ann pretended to be the “winds of life” and was given one blow 
to blow over each pyramid.  The one with 40 cups wasn’t even blown over.  Others with 20 or less 
cups were blown over and some of the cups even ended up on the floor.  

The red cups represented the “Internal Assets” and the green cups represented the “External 
Assets”.  People need more than 30 Assets to cut at-risk behaviors.  Discussion was held and the 
men seemed to really understand that if they wanted to help themselves and their children from 
going to prison, that building and strengthening the “Assets” could help their families.  It was a 
good night.  

The next day four of the Albuquerque Wings volunteers went to Clayton Lake and viewed the 
dinosaur tracks at the State Park.  It was an easy 12 mile drive from Clayton and surprisingly 
none of the families had ever visited there.  We were able to encourage the families to get out 
and explore the area, and see the beauty so close to the prison.   

We also were pleased to hear from restaurant owners and staff, motel staff, and other 
community members how respected the prison staff and inmates are in the Clayton area.  We 
were told that the prison is very supportive of the community and the inmates had painted an 
elementary school, repaired the Luna Theatre, and had done other projects in the Clayton area. 
Often community members aren’t too happy to have a prison in their community.  This was a big 
surprised and we were pleased to hear how positive the prison was received in the area. 

On Saturday we arrived at the prison and were quickly ushered into the visiting room by Deputy 
Warden David Brown.  He, Chaplain Louis Montoya, and the men were very helpful and the 
volunteers and the men did a great job of helping set-up for the party. Platters of homemade 
cookies were filled, paper bags with paper supplies for dinner were filled, other bags with 



decorating items for Mother’s Day outfits were filled, and family members who arrived early also 
helped prepared these items for the Family Day. 

As soon as everything was set up for the Family Day, Ann led the group in mixers.  People got to 
know one another, found out favorite hobbies, and where people were from and fun things to do 
in their hometowns.  Everyone enjoyed getting this chance to interact with one another and before 
the inmates arrived, all the families had already had a good time. 

As the men were processed to enter the visiting room, we all watched in anticipation as one 10 
year old boy waited to meet his father for the first time.  This young man had only met his step-
sister the day before, and it was so much fun to see them holding hands, smiling at one another, 
and enjoying getting to know each other.  When their dad finally walked into the room, the son 
and his 7 year-old daughter jumped into his arms.  They hugged and hugged and I think we all 
had a tear in our eye. 

Chaplain Louis Montoya opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. 

The inmate band members, children, and family members helped Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye 
the Lord”.  Each side stood up to sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s 
Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”, got everyone in the mood to have a 
great time and realize that this WAS fun and that everyone WAS going to have a great time.   

The inmate praise band invited the children to come up and do motions for “Lord I Lift Your Name 
on High” and then the praise band led everyone in singing some of their favorite songs. 

The Bible story was Jesus calming the storm.  The Chaplain was Jesus and all the men were the 
disciples and the “sail”.  The children were the “boat”.  Everyone else was the wind and the 
waves.  When the storm was out of control, the disciples woke up Jesus and he stood up and 
calmly said “Be still!”  And immediately all was still.  Chaplain Montoya later reflected on the 
story and how we all can get in storms in our lives but Jesus can calm those storms. It was a very 
meaningful Bible drama.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Deputy Warden David Brown welcomed the families and gave some encouraging words about 
ways family members could help their loved ones, and he also shared about some of the 
programs that are available at the prison. Chaplain Louis Montoya also shared about all the 
programs he offers and encouraged the family members to get involved in programs on the 
outside and to encourage their loved ones to get involved in the programs on the inside. 

During this time the men were busy making cards with their children and grandchildren.  They also 
made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always 
wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Since we were celebrating a belated 
Mother’s Day, each group was given a bag of “junk” including newspaper, ribbon, a paper plate 
and some decorative napkins. It’s amazing to see how each group is given the same items and yet 
each person is decorated so uniquely. The pictures depict the fun, laughter, and joy everyone 
experienced. 



The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the room with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from the inmates and volunteers and their words describe how 
meaningful the Family Day was for everyone.  Unfortunately most of the family member 
comments were lost. Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. I’ve heard about Wings from other inmates and wanted to experience what they had 

described. 
2. To see my husband. 
 

The highlights of the Wings Family Day for me were: 
1. This was definitely a different “visit”.  I loved it! 
2. This was our first visit so we didn’t know what to expect, but we hope every visit is like this. 
3. We had more contact and it was so much fun. 
4. Normally during a visit we just “hang out”.  This was so special and we really enjoyed it. 
 

The Prison Officials should continue to allow Wings Family days in 
prisons because: 
1. We wish it could be like this for every visit. 
2. Visits are supposed to strengthen families.  This Wings Family Day really does that. 
3. This was amazing.  We should have it (Wings Family Day) once a month.  That sure would 

change the prison! 
4. We were shown a video about 2 ½ years ago stating that Wings would come into all the 

prisons.  I’m thankful that Wings has finally come to Clayton. 
 

I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Operation Starting Line 
Collaborator books and materials, delicious donated food, homemade 
cookies, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. The homemade cookies were SUCH a treat!  Thanks to all the cookie bakers. 
2. Thanks to everyone who made this happen.  It was so much fun. 

  

How many miles did you drive one way to attend this Family Day? 

Albuquerque, Carlsbad, 990 miles, 450 
 
Additional comments from some volunteers. 

1. The family day at the GEO prison was amazing.  It was my first time to serve as a volunteer 
and I wasn't sure what to expect, but it exceeded anything I could have imagined!  Watching 



the family members eagerly waiting for their loved ones to come through the door, it really hit 
me what a special event this was for the inmates and their families.   The tears and hugs, 
singing, skits, laughing, the speakers who shared from their experiences to help stop 
generational incarceration, even the pizza and cookies.... it was REAL and life changing. It was 
an honor and privilege to participate in this amazing experience! 

2. The Wings in Clayton was an amazing experience!  I wasn't quite sure what to expect, but we 
were put at ease from the very start.  I love meeting new people and really enjoyed the 
interaction with not only family members, but the inmates as well.  The story you shared of the 
beginning of this wonderful ministry really shows you that you never know what another 
person has gone through.  What an amazing testimony for the Lord!   

3. Thank you for this experience and I will be bringing more people on-board with the next 
family day at our local prison. 

4. Grandparents with twin grandsons age 2 were able to visit with their son at the Wings Family 
Day and thanked Wings for giving them an opportunity to have a friendly, warm visit as a 
family. 

5. Grandparents said they had never been to a Wings Family Day and would like to know when 
Wings can come again.   

6. Grandmother took her ten year old grandson who had never met his dad until the Clayton 
Family Day.  She said this was a very emotional meeting with the son and the father in prison. 
She said she could only cry tears of joy when the little boy was swept up in his dad's arms 
and then would not let go.  She stated that the fun atmosphere helped to break the tension 
and apprehension.  She was happy to see the two go to the arts and crafts table and spend 
time together!! 

7. A wife had surgery the day before the Family Day but went in a wheelchair from 
Albuquerque to be able to visit with her husband. She brought their small daughter with her 
who was about three.  They laughed so much as they "decorated mom".   

8. The Wings Family Day was a success according to the correction officers there.  They said it 
was so organized! 

9. The pizza was totally enjoyed by all. Pizza Hut made very good pizzas.  The homemade 
cookies are so appreciated by all.  I told most people the cookies were made with prayer 
and love. 

10. Almost all of the families that attended had never been to a Wings Family Day and didn't 
know what to expect.  Many thanked me and Wings for having a great time in a relaxed 
atmosphere. 

11. Many people traveled quite a ways to attend the Family Day, most for the first time.  A lot of 
people asked me how often Wings can go to Clayton. 

12. The families seemed so happy to be together and happy to praise god together. 
13. In one family, the son had never met his dad and had met his step-sister for the first time just 

the night before. 
14. I met a lady who worked in the same area that I had, this was 35 years before.  Her son was 

at the prison and he had twin sons who were small.  I found this out at the Assets Training, the 
night before. 

15. I thought the Family Day was great.  Families came in and helped assemble the different 
bags for the meal and decorating mother for Mother’s Day.  A lot of pictures were taken and 
are available for you to see at the Wings website. 

16. The Asset training went extremely well.  Ann shared her story, then she gave them the statistics 
of having their children go to prison (72%).  She also gave them the statistics of housing an 
inmate for a year and a juvenile for a year ($178,000+ /year.)  The different colored cups 
(20 red and 20 green) for the internal and external Assets.  There were 4 different station.  



The first group had all 40 cups with the appropriate different Assets.  The other stations had 
differing numbers of cups, which could be blown down (by the “winds of life”.)  At the end of 
the night I strongly felt that the men knew what it (the Assets) were all about.  They were 
given the papers with the lists of the 40 Assets and the Family Assets as were their families the 
next day.  They would talk with their families during their phone or family visits.  I truly 
believe this education will work as families always want to better themselves and no family 
wants a child to go to prison. 
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